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2010 Cannon Grange No. 152 WasteWise Initiative Program 

Attains a 77% Rate of Recycling – a 5% increase from 2009! 

 

Executive Summary 

 

Cannon Grange No. 152 Inc. established its solid waste reduction program in early 

2009, and posted an impressive 72.3% rate of recycling by the close of 2009.  

Growing and developing its program further in 2010, the small non-profit fraternal 

organization realized an incremental increase in its rate of recycling of 5% over the 

2009 level; achieving an overall 77% annual rate of recycling.   The organization 

scrutinized the types of wastes generated by its catering events and its annual 

Agricultural Fair, and found additional opportunities for waste diversion and waste 

elimination.   Previous commitments to sourcing materials containing high 

percentage recycled content (e.g. printing paper and #10 envelopes) were 

continued.   Utilizing reusable service-ware (i.e. china dishes and silverware) and 

washable tablecloths for food service have reduced the amount of wastes disposed.  

These effective modifications of behaviors and activities at the Cannon Grange Hall 

have resulted in an impressive 77 % rate of recycling overall during 2010; the 

second year of Cannon Grange No. 152 Inc. being a WasteWise partner. 

 

 

Background 

 

Cannon Grange No. 152 Inc. (Cannon Grange) is a small nonprofit organization 

located in Wilton, Connecticut; a suburban community of 18,000 residents situated 

50 miles east of New York City.   Cannon Grange was organized on May 4, 1899 as a 

subordinate Grange chapter in the Connecticut State Grange, and is chartered by 

The National Grange.  Originally, the Grange was a social venue for farm families to 

meet regularly on educational and legislative matters, and simply to socialize as 

neighbors and friends.  Today, Cannon Grange continues as a social organization for 

families of all backgrounds and interests, is used often as a rental venue for parties, 

school sport team functions and as meeting space for educational and political 

events,  and is used as training space by local emergency response services. 
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As a local community organization, Cannon Grange is Wilton’s oldest organization 

still in existence (aside from churches and schools) and continues to meet in its 

historic building built in August 1899.   The Cannon Grange Hall continues as the 

focal pulse-point of activity in Cannondale, a pre-Civil War era historic district, 

nestled between the Norwalk River (which forms the eastern boundary of the 

Grange Hall property) and the Metro-North Railroad Cannondale train station (on 

the western boundary of the Grange Hall property) and the village proper on the 

north side of Cannon Road.  From the first day of organization, to the present day, 

the members of Cannon Grange always have been cognizant of their special role as 

stewards of the Hall’s riparian environment:  maintaining a clean river-front as a 

park-like setting for the benefit of visitors and the aquatic flora and fauna; un-

encumbering the natural occurrence of flooding by the Norwalk River (which drains 

into Long Island Sound some six miles downstream); and utilizing the natural action 

of composting organic debris (tree branches, leaves, grass clippings, coffee grounds 

and fruit/vegetable peels) in a side yard way from the river bank.    

 

Although there are no paid employees at Cannon Grange, the organization has a 

membership of 46 members (as of 12/31/2010); led by a team of 4 officers who 

manage the daily operations.  During a typical week, Cannon Grange Hall hosts a 

variety of meetings and activities that include its own twice monthly business 

meetings, a monthly Agricultural Fair committee meeting, a monthly Scrabble & 

pizza evening plus weekday meetings and weekend rental/catering events by school 

groups, private parties or business groups. 

 

Each August, Cannon Grange presents a 1-day Agricultural Fair on its premises both 

inside the Hall and on its riverside grounds.  More than 3000 people attend the fair 

to enjoy an authentic agricultural fair of judged exhibits, civic and educational 

exhibits, games, and food.  Recycling is a key aspect of waste management at the fair 

(during set-up, the day of the event and during take-down), and greatly reduces the 

amount of garbage actually disposed.  Fair-goers participate by using marked 

recycle bins, and the food concession participates by separating food waste, 

recyclables and garbage.   Printed media that advertise the fair (posters, fair maps, 

and the Fair Book) are printed on 100% recycled content stock and include display 

of the WasteWise logo and statement of our being a partner.  The street signs are 

retained for reuse over many years, and are made of recycled stock plywood.     
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Cannon Grange WasteWise Initiative Program 

 

Waste Prevention  

 

Following the initial Waste Audit conducted in early 2009, several commodity 

materials were identified as frequently generated wastes; both from Grange 

business meetings and from the party rentals/catering activities.   Further 

aggressive actions were taken in 2010 to more thoroughly separate the commodity 

materials out of the MSW stream.   Whereas previously all of these waste materials 

were aggregated together and taken to the transfer station for incineration, these 

materials are now routinely separated and weighed for appropriate collection and 

recycling.  Clearly marked bins were utilized during 2010.  Bottles and Cans made 

from glass, plastic and metal are separated, many of which carry a recoverable 

deposit fee as an incentive for recycling.  Additionally, from the catering activities an 

assortment of materials is recovered for recycling at the transfer station:  plastic 

food wrap, aluminum foils and aluminum chafing dish liners, LDPE plastic food 

containers, cardboard and plastic shopping bags. 

 

Our twice monthly business meeting activities have committed to using only china 

and silverware in lieu of disposable dishes and cutlery.  Additionally, washable no-

iron tablecloths are used in place of disposable table coverings.  We have 

discontinued the purchase of Styrofoam cups, paper plates and bowls, and plastic 

cutlery.   Our switch over to use of porcelain chinaware grew 4-fold in 2010 over 

2009 from 0.2 tons to 0.8 tons. 

 

Local emergency response agencies utilized our catering hall for a 4-day 

search/rescue/response event in early October 2010.  During this event, all solid 

waste that was generated was managed within the guidelines of our WasteWise 

Initiative:  all pizza boxes and donut boxes were recycled as cardboard; sandwich 

wrappers, napkins, coffee grounds and fruit peels were composted.  Chinaware and 

silverware were used instead of paper, plastic and Styrofoam cups, plates and 

cutlery. 
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Recycling Collection 

 

An aggressive recycle and composting initiative at Cannon Grange in 2010 was 

implemented to isolate food wastes (fruit and vegetable peels), and specifically 

coffee grounds, and direct them towards a composting process.   Excess foods not 

consumed were provided to needy persons rather than to discard the foods as MSW.   

In 2009, nearly all food wastes were discarded as MSW, whereas in 2010 over 0.27 

tons of food waste were directed to composting or to needy persons; none was 

discarded as MSW.  From our food service activities, we culled out all aluminum 

chafing dish liners after use and washed them prior to recycling this non-ferrous 

metal material.  Previously these aluminum liners coated with food waste were 

discarded as MSW.   All single-use food and beverage containers (metal, glass, 

plastic) are washed and separated for recycling.  (Note: greasy food wastes and 

meat waste are not composted, but were discarded as MSW). 

 

As part of a public service and community outreach, Cannon Grange continued to 

host a collection program for used printer toner cartridges at the Wilton Town Hall.  

Nearly all of the electronics collected there are spent cartridges (laser and inkjet) 

generated by Town Hall employees.  The receiving recycling company gives a small 

rebate fee to Cannon Grange for all cartridges having value that are refilled or 

remanufactured.  All of the cardboard boxes and plastic bags that the cartridges are 

wrapped in are recycled by Cannon Grange.  The shipping boxes used for the 

shipment to the processor are re-used containers. 

 

The annual agricultural fair welcomes more than 3000 people at the fair, many of 

who are children under the age of 16. Recycling is a key aspect of waste 

management at the fair, and greatly reduces the amount of garbage actually 

disposed.  Our attendees demonstrate appropriate behaviors regarding wastes, and 

seek out the recycling containers.  Fair-goers participate by using marked recycle 

bins that are provided, and the food concession participates by separating food 

waste, recyclables and garbage.    In 2010, our food concession eliminated the 

potential of generating waste paper plates by wrapping hot sandwiches 

(hamburgers and hot dogs) in recyclable aluminum foil.   Beverages were served by 

the can or bottle, and were easily collected for the deposit and recycled.   One of the 

favorite attractions at the conclusion of the fair is the Rubber Duck Race down the  

 



Cannon Grange No 152 Inc. 

PO Box 23 

Wilton, CT   06897-0023 

� (203) 762-1900 

Federal ID#  23-7584920 

Member, Wilton Chamber of Commerce 

Partner, US EPA WasteWise 

fxÜä|Çz à{x VÉÅÅâÇ|àç f|Çvx DKLL 
www.cannongrange.org 

Follow us on FaceBook and Twitter 

Printed on 100% recycled paper 

 

 

Norwalk River.  This gives a nice opportunity for our guests to enjoy the riverside 

one last time before departing.  And yes, the rubber ducks are made of recycled 

plastic, too! 

 

Yard maintenance continues to utilize composting onsite:  grass clippings remain in 

place; leaves are mulched; tree branches are trimmed and chipped.  However, in 

2010 a new contractor was used, and we were not able to collect and post data for 

this activity. 

 

Cannon Grange endeavors to make Waste Prevention and Recycling Collection as 

simple and user-friendly as possible for our members and our guests. 

 

 

Buying Products with Recycled Content 

 

Cannon Grange has made a commitment to purchase paper with the highest 

quantity of recycled content.  All of the desktop printing, and photocopying 

conducted by Cannon Grange in 2010 utilized paper containing 100% recycled 

content (a Staples product) and #10 envelopes (a Costco product).  Of special note, 

our Fair posters and our Fair Book (1800 copies), are printed on recycled content 

stock.  Each displays our participation as a WasteWise partner.  A sample of these 

items is enclosed with this report.  

 

All paper products purchased and provided in the two restrooms at Cannon Grange 

Hall contain 100% post-consumer paper content. 

 

 

Promotion 

 

Fellow Grange members within Cannon Grange and within the Connecticut State 

Grange are aware of our participation as a WasteWise partner through internal 

organizational communications on Twitter, FaceBook and each group’s respective 

websites.   Our local newspapers have carried an article describing Cannon Grange’s 

WasteWise initiative and waste reduction activities during the past year. 
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The Partner’s Certificate, provided by John Cross of the US EPA, that announces 

Cannon Grange as a WasteWise Partner is prominently displayed on our public 

bulletin board. 

 

Externally, we announce our participation in WasteWise by showing the WasteWise 

logo on our letterhead and noting that Cannon Grange is a WasteWise partner.   All 

of our advertising collateral for our annual Agricultural Fair, event flyers, Hall 

recycling program container labels and our social media portals all display our 

affiliation as a WasteWise Partner and display the program logo. 

 

 

Data on all 2010 activities are listed by material and category in the Re-Trac 

database.  Highlights of the data include: 

 

• A 5% increase in recycling rate over the previous year (77% in 2010). 

• Food Wastes were separated out in 2010 for compost or giveaway, and grew 

from 0.06 Tons in 2009 to 0.271 Tons in 2010. 

• Batteries were removed for recycling, and not discarded as MSW. 

• Cardboard was culled from garbage and increased from 0.013 Tons in 2009 

to 0.153 tons in 2010. 

• Glass collection from catering activities increased 0.01 Tons in 2009 to 0.251 

tons in 2010. 

• Mixed Plastics from catering activities increased from 0.003 Tons in 2009 to 

0.046 Tons in 2010. 

• Phone Books from the office area were recycled and no longer discarded as 

MSW, resulting in 0.013 Tons. 

• China dishes and stainless steel cutlery were used for all food services 

(Grange catering and business meetings functions only), and all disposables 

discontinued. 

• Used aluminum liners from chafing dishes were cleaned and recycled, and 

not disposed as MSW. 

 


